TMe Light Rallway unit 14

This half-day study examines the development of the Welshpool & Llanfair Caerinion Light Railway.

The day could be extended with a ride on the railway from Llanfair Caerinion to Welshpool and
return.

This unit could be taken with unit 13 (The Montgomeryshire Canal) in order to examine the development
of transport in this area.

It would be possible to ride on the train into Welshpool, walk to the canal museum and take a canal boat
ride, then to return ton the railway. This would be a whole day visit.

Summary of the Day

Introduction
Railway visit
Classwork

This activity covers history, geography, art and English.




The Light Railway Unit 14

Introduction

The aim of this unit is to give pupils an idea of what life was like when the railway was built and to
consider the implications of transport at the end of the Victoria era.

Overview

The W & LF Light Railway is of quite recent origin, opening in 1903. It was part of the late Victorian
and early Edwardian railway building that ylled up the really unpromising corners of the map and which
wound up the railway age in the UK.

Welshpool is the main market town in the upper Severn Valley. In the 19th century the town had
connections with the outside world by turnpike road; by canal; and from 1860 by the Oswestry and
Newtown Railway.

Llanfair Caerinion is a much smaller market town, in the Banwy Valley.

In 1896 the Light Railways Act was passed and the people of Llanfair demanded a railway. It cost
A56,000.00 to build.

It was a narrow gauge railway and built beside the cattle market in Welshpool. It was a difycult railway
to build because of the hilly countryside and all of the streams that it had to cross.

The last passenger train ran on the 7 February 1931 although during the war, trains continued to run with
goods. The line was closed in 1956.

The population of Llanfair Caerinion had dwindled from 2288 people in 1881 to 1665 in 1931.

In 1974 the Preservation Company purchased the line for A8,000.00. It now carries holidaymakers, steam
train enthusiasts and a few local people.

The headquarters of the line is at Llanfair. The station buildings came from Eardisley in Herefordshire.

Organisation

Contact the railway to arrange the visit. The children will be given a guided tour of the Llanfair station.
There are work and fact sheets available.

Resources  Map of the area
Clipboards, writing utensils

Time 1 to 2 hours
Method

1 Introduction to activity in classroom.




Discussion plus question and answer session.

2 Depart for Llanfair.

3 Tour of station © children to take notes and sketch.
Possible train ride to Welshpool and return.

4 Return to Centre.

5 Follow-up on what has been learned.

English and art work to follow

National Curriculum References

History la, b
2a,b, c
5a, c
Study unit 3a: Victorian Britain a, b, ¢
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